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SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
BILL SUMMARY 

Senate Bill 30 

Printer’s No. 11 
 

Prime Sponsor: Eichelberger 

Committee: Game and Fisheries 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

SYNOPSIS: 

Amends Title 30 (Fish and Boat Code) to authorize the PA Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) to 

establish the fees for fishing and boating related licenses and permits by regulatory action, and expand 

the allowable use of funds from the sale of Lake Erie permits. 

SUMMARY: 

Adds section 322.1 which provides that beginning July 1, 2017, the Commission, by regulation, may 

change or set fees provided under any section relating to fees charged by the agency. 

 

Specific sections in which fee changes are authorized include: 

§ 502 (Relating to Service charge for uncollectible checks);  

§ 2715 (Relating to License, permit and issuing agent fees);  

§ 2902 (Relating to Net permits); 

§ 2903 (Relating to Boats and net license for boundary lakes);  

§ 2906 (Relating to Permits for the use of explosives); 

§ 3102 (Relating to Regulated fishing lakes); 

§ 3509 (Relating to Obstructing migration of fish);  

§ 5104 (Relating to Boats and boating fees); 

§ 5304 (Relating to Boat registration issuing agent fee);  

§ 5327 (Relating to Certificate of title fees); 

§ 5334 (Relating to notice for boats and related equipment). 

 

Section 322.1 (2) provides that a change or setting of fees shall be done under the following 

requirements:  

 Requires PFBC to publish a notice of proposed rulemaking containing the proposed fee change 

in accordance with the Commonwealth Documents Law, to allow at least 30 days for the 

submission of written comments, and to hold at least one public hearing on the proposed 

change.  

 Prior to adoption of a final-form regulation containing a fee change, PFBC is required to review 

and consider any public comments and may modify the text of the regulation as it deems 

necessary.  

 After adoption of a final-form regulation containing a fee change, PFBC is required to submit 

the final-form regulation, all public comments and the transcript of the public hearing to the 

House and Senate Game and Fisheries Committees.  
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 Either legislative committee may report a concurrent resolution recommending disapproval of 

the fee change within 30 days or 10 legislative session days, whichever is later, of the 

submission of the regulation to the legislative committee. If neither legislative committee 

reports a concurrent resolution recommending disapproval within the time prescribed, the fee 

change is deemed approved.  

 If either legislative committee reports a concurrent resolution recommending disapproval and 

the General Assembly does not adopt it within 30 days or 10 legislative session days, whichever 

is later, of the date on which the concurrent resolution is reported, the fee change is deemed 

approved.  

 If the General Assembly adopts a concurrent resolution recommending disapproval within 30 

days or within 10 legislative session date, whichever is later, of the date on which the 

concurrent resolution is reported, the concurrent resolution shall be presented to the Governor, 

and the following applies:  

o If the Governor does not veto the resolution within 10 days after it is presented, the fee 

change is deemed disapproved.  

o If the Governor vetoes the concurrent resolution within 10 days, the General Assembly 

may, within 30 days or within 10 legislative session days, whichever is later of the veto, 

override the veto by a two-thirds vote in each chamber. If the General Assembly does 

not override the veto, the fee change is deemed approved. If the General Assembly 

overrides the veto, the fee change shall be deemed disapproved.  

 If the fee is deemed approved, PFBC shall submit the final-form regulation to the Office of 

Attorney General for approval as to legality; publish an order adopting the final-form 

regulation; and submit the text of the order to the Legislative Reference Bureau in accordance 

with the Commonwealth Documents Law.  

 

Additionally, the bill amends Section 2907.2 (relating to Lake Erie fishing permits) to expand the 

allowable use of funds from the sale of Lake Erie fishing permits. Currently, these funds may only be 

used for public fishing access or habitat improvements on Lake Erie, Presque Isle Bay and their 

tributaries. This legislation expands that use to also allow those funds to be used for other projects that 

support public fishing on these waters.  

 

Lastly, this bill includes a three year sunset provision stipulating that the provisions authorizing PFBC 

to establish fees expires July 15, 2020. Any final-form regulations promulgated by PFBC prior to the 

expiration will remain in effect. 

 

Effective Date: Immediately 

BILL HISTORY: 
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